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ALED  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

16  WOODLAND  ROAD  EAST, 
COLWYN  BAY. 

16th  July,  1955. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
\led  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Hughes  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  herewith  my  report  on  the  state  of  health  of  the 
inhabitants  of  your  area  for  1954. 

Statistics  give  me  some  satisfaction.  The  death  rate  keeps 
low  and  the  infant  mortality,  with  only  one  death,  is  on  the 
verge  of  perfection.  Infectious  diseases  remain  few.  And  all 
this  in  spite  of  very  poor  weather.  These  are  traditional 
interests  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  But  the  scope 
of  my  work  has  extended  greatly  during  the  past  few  years. 
Housing  is  now  a major  interest,  and  1 am  glad  to  say  that 
in  A led,  the  renovation  of  old  houses — or  their  replacement- — 
proceeds  at  a rapid  pace.  There  must  be  few  areas  in  which 
the  change  in  housing  conditions  has  been  so  rapid  and  so 
satisfying.  The  vigorous  policy  of  reconditioning  (with  the 
aid  of  grants)  is  showing  splendid  results. 

The  water  supply  is  another  interest.  Of  2,194  rated  houses 
in  the  area,  only  1,290  have  a piped  supply — and  some  of  these 
have  not  only  an  inadequate  supply  but  also  an  unsatisfactory 
one.  It  will  be  realised  that  active  measures  now  under  con- 
sideration— e.g.,  the  Llyn  Cowlyd  scheme — are  being  followed 
hopefully.  But,  of  course,  the  Council  must  accept  that  if 
water  is  brought  into  the  area,  costly  works  will  be  needed 
to  get  rid  of  it.  So  we  must  look  to  our  sewage  disposal. 

The  care  of  the  aged  may  not  be  a specific  duty  imposed  on 
the  Health  Department,  but  I regard  the  Medical  Officer  of 
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Health  as  the  centre  of  the  Social  Services  of  the  area — the 
man  to  whom  all  who  have  social  problems  may  turn  for 
advice  and  help.  This  means  much  “ unofficial  ” action,  but  1 
am  glad  to  think  that  it  has  brought  comfort  and  happiness 
to  many  residents  during  1954.  Old  and  young,  sick  and  well, 
now  come  to  the  Health  Department  for  help  on  many  sub- 
jects only  remotely  connected  with  health,  and  they  are 
helped  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  I welcome  this  development 
in  our  “ work.” 

The  well-being  of  our  residents  is  our  interest  and  care 

The  Aled  is  very  fortunate  in  its  officers,  for  1 have  found 
all  of  them  patient  and  painstaking  in  the  service  of  the 
people.  Mr.  Devesley — because  he  is  my  most  immediate 
colleague  and  because  he  is  so  closely  connected  with  me  in 
my  work — I would  especially  like  to  thank,  but  to  Mr. 
Brookes  Parry,  Mr.  Wardle  and  all  the  officers  I have  been 
frequently  indebted  for  help,  and  1 would  express  my  indeb- 
tedness to  them. 

And  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  all  grateful  for  constant 
guidance,  stimulation  and  kindness. 

Yours  sincerely, 

WM.  McKENDRICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


ALED  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  (in  acres)  69,206 

Population  : 

1931  Census 6,870 

1951  Census 7,054 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid-1954  7,060 

Inhabited  Houses  2,194 

Rateable  Value  £29,008 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  £114  14  2 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  RATED  PREMISES. 

Parish  Parish 

Abergele  Rural 149  Llanelian-yn-Rhos  ...  129 

Betws-yn-Rhos  218  Llanfair  T.H 314 

Bylchau  160  Llannefydd  233 

Cefn  171  Llansannan  348 

Gian  Conway  580  Trefnant 369 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male  Female  Total 

Total 42  ...  48  ...  90 

Legitimate  39  ...  47  ...  86 

Illegitimate  3 ...  1 ...  4 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  Population  : 

(a)  Crude  12.7 

(b)  Corrected  14.1 

Comparability  Factor  1.11 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male  Female  Total 

Total  0 ...  3 ...  3 

Legitimate  0 ...  3 ...  3 

Illegitimate  0 ...  0 ...  0 

Still  Birth-rate  per  1,000  Population  0.42 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Male  Female  Total 

(a)  Infants  under  12mths.  0 ...  1 ...  1 

Legitimate  0 ...  1 ...  1 

Illegitimate 0 ...  0 ...  0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Births  11 

Male  Female  Total 

0 ...  1 ...  1 


(b)  Infants  under  4 wks. 
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DEATHS. 

Male  Female  Total 

39  ...  35  ...  74 

Crude  Death-rate  per  1,000  Population  10.4 

Corrected  Death-rate  10.3 

Comparability  Factor  0.99 

Deaths  from: 

(a)  Pregnancy 0 

(b)  Cancer  5 

(c)  Tuberculosis  2 

(d)  Coronary  Thrombosis 11 

(e)  Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  19 


The  following  table  shows  the  Statistics  for  the  Aled  area 
for  the  past  six  years : — 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Population  

6985 

7195 

7139 

7149 

7056 

7060 

Live  Births 

121 

109 

103 

116 

92 

90 

Corrected  Birth-rate 

17.3 

15.1 

15.3 

14.7 

13.8 

14.1 

Still  Births 

5 

4 

3 

2 

2 

3 

Still  Birth-rate  

0.7 

0.55 

0.42 

0.28 

0.28  0.42 

Deaths  

75 

81 

89 

76 

67 

74 

Corrected  Death-rate 

10.8 

10.3 

11.2 

11.2 

8.3 

10.3 

Infant  Deaths  

4 

2 

5 

3 

2 

1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

33 

18 

47 

26 

21 

11 

These  figures  show 

that  Aled  is 

not  on 

ily  a 

healthy  area, 

but,  also,  that  death  is 

becoming  rarer.  There 

was 

only  one 

infant  death.  I have 

no  record  of 

a lowe 

r figure — 

although 

in  1953  when  there  were  2 infant 

deaths, 

there 

were  only  2 

still-births — that  year 

was  as 

good 

as  1954 

with  3 still-births. 

CAUSES 

OF  DEATH. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis : Respiratory 

2 

0 

2 

Other  Infective  Diseases 

1 

0 

1 

Cancer : Stomach  

2 

0 

2 

Other  

Vascular  Lesions  of  Ner- 

1 

2 

3 

vous  System  

6 

10 

16 

Coronary  Disease  

Hypertension  with  Heart 

7 

4 

11 

Disease  

1 

0 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease  

8 

5 

13 

Other  Circulator}'  Disease 

3 

2 

5 

Influenza 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

1 

2 

3 

Bronchitis  

1 

0 

1 

Nephritis 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Ill-defined  Diseases 

3 

7 

10 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

0 

1 

All  Other  Accidents  

1 

1 

2 

Suicide  

1 

0 

1 

All  Causes 


39 


35 


74 


The  Parishes  in  which  these  deaths  occurred  were : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Abergele 

. ...  1 

0 

1 

Bylchau  

. ...  1 

2 

3 

Betws-yn-Rhos 

. ...  5 

3 

...  6 

Cefnmeriadog 

. ...  4 

4 

8 

Llanelian  

4 

9 

Llanfair  T.H 

. ...  7 

3 

10 

Llansannan  

7 

3 

10 

Blannefydd  

2 

1 

3 

Llansantffraid  

10 

15 

Trefnant  

1 

4 

5 

The  ages 

at  which  deaths  occurred  were : — 

Male 

female 

Total 

0—1 

0 

1 

1 

1—24  ... 

0 

0 

0 

25—34  ... 

1 

0 

1 

35—54  ... 

4 

9 

55—64  ... 

8 

6 

14 

Over  65 

24 

23 

47 

38 

34 

*72 

*These  figures  are  compiled  locally  and  only  total  72 — -the 
official  figures  provided  by  the  Registrar  General  total  74. 

This  table  shows  that  only  one  resident  under  the  age  of  25 
died  during  the  year,  and  nearly  70%  of  those  who  did  die 
were  over  65  years  of  age.  The  infant  who  died  only  lived  2 
days. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

(1)  Laboratory  Services. 

(a)  Bacteriological. — The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Bryn  Plyfryd,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith, 
continues  to  serve  this  area.  Here  all  types  of  samples  are 
examined  for  bacterial  contamination.  I cannot  overstress 
the  value  of  this  work  to  the  Health  Department.  Milk,  ice 
cream,  water,  foods,  etc.,  are  tested  for  freedom  from  disease 
producing  germs,  and  when  disease  occurs,  the  aid  given  by 
the  Laboratory  in  finding  the  offending  food— and  in  exclud- 
ing unoffending  food — is  invaluable. 
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Throat  swabs,  faeces,  blood,  urine,  cerebro-spinal  fluid,  etc., 
are  also  promptly  reported  on  and  help  in  the  control  of 
infectious  diseases. 


Samples  are  sent  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  also  by  the  family  doctors  in  the  area. 

(b)  Pathological  and  Biochemical.— Doctors  may  send  to 
the  Laboratory  attached  to  the  Royal  Alexandra  Hospital, 
Rhyl,  specimens  likely  to  help  them  in  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  patients. 

(c)  Water. — Water  is  examined  both  chemically  and  bac- 
teriologically. 

(i)  Chemical. — This  tests  the  state  of  the  gathering  ground 
as  far  as  contamination  is  concerned.  As  will  be  seen 
later  in  this  report,  there  are  many  sources  of  supply 
to  the  different  parishes,  but  there  are  two  main,  well 
planned  and  controlled  sources — that  at  Bylchau  and 
at  Cowlyd. 

The  following  are  the  most  recent  chemical  reports 
on  each  of  these : — 


Lake  Cowlyd  Supply:  Chemical  Analysis. 

Tap  on  rising  main. 


Total  Solid  Matter  in  Solution  80.00 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0.25 

Nitrites  — 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  8.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Termangante  in  4 hours  at  80°  F.  1.83 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 0.04 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.04 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc — 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  Sediment  — 

Temporary  Hardness  25.00 

Permanent  Hardness 15.00 

pH.  Value 6.4 

Free  Chlorine 0.02 


The  above  Chemical  Analysis  is  satisfactory. 

(ii)  Bacteriological. — This  is  the  more  important  test  and 
as  will  be  seen  later,  many  and  frequent  samples  are 
taken  and  tested.  The  bacteriological  tests  show  the 
purity  of  the  water  after  it  leaves  the  collecting  ground 
and  at  various  distributing  centres. 
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(d)  Milk. — Milk  is  tested  for  adulteration  by  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Department  of  the  Denbighshire  County  Council. 

Designated  milks  are  also  sampled  for  bacterial  content  by 
the  County  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  Alecl  Sanitary  Inspector  takes  samples  of  milk,  food, 
ice  cream,  etc.,  and  has  them  tested  for  keeping  quality  and 
freedom  from  disease  producing  germs  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Conway. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

There  is  an  ambulance,  owned  by  Denbigh  County  Council 
and  stationed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Bron-y-Nant,  Colwyn 
Bay,  which  is  reserved  for  the  conveyance  of  infectious 
diseases  to  hospital.  All  such  cases  go  to  Bron-y-Nant— 
where  the  doctor  in  charge  is  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  Aled  area. 


Other  invalids  are  transported  in  ambulances  also  adminis- 
tered by  me  and  situated  at  Colwyn  Bay,  Abergele  and  Llan- 
rwst.  Another  ambulance  is  situated  at  Denbigh,  but  is 
administered  from  Wrexham. 

The  Llangerniew  ambulance  was  discontinued  by  the  Welsh 
Home  Ambulance  Authority  during  the  year.  Plans  to  cover 
this  area  have  not  been  completed. 

I feel  that  this  service  is  now  effective.  Complaints  are 
few  and  usually,  on  enquiry,  found  to  be  due  to  causes  not 
attributable  to  the  service. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  distribution  of  the  District 
Nurses  in  the  area.  Their  work  is  increasing  and  their  use- 
fulness is  growing  as  their  field  of  work  expands  into  social 
service. 

Home  Helps  become  more  and  more  popular.  They  grow 
in  number.  They  help  whenever  the  housewife  is  unable  to 
run  her  home.  Application  for  this  service  may  be  made 
through  the  Health  Visitor  or  the  District  Nurse,  or  to  me. 


CLINICS. 


There  is  no  change  in  the  number  of  Clinics  held. 

Gian  Conway:  Alternate  Mondays  at  2 p.m.  at  the  Church 
House. 

Colwyn  Bay  (at  the  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay)  : 
Mondays  : Family  Planning  Clinic  at  2.30  p.m. 

Tuesdays:  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  10a.m.  and  2 p.m.  each 
week. 

Wednesdays:  Toddlers’  Clinic  at  2 p.m.  (alternate  weeks). 

„ Ophthalmic  Clinic  (alternate  weeks  or  by 

arrangement). 

,,  E.N.T.  Clinic  (by  arrangement). 

Thursdays:  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  (alternate  weeks). 
Fridays:  Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  2 p.m.  each  week. 

The  Obstetric  Consultant  attends  once  every  four  weeks, 
on  a Thursday,  when  he  sees  women  by  appointment.  These 
appointments  are  made  at  the  Friday  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Llysfaen: 

Church  House:  Alternate  Mondays  at  3 p.m.,  Child  Welfare. 

Llanddulas: 

Beulah  School  Room  : Alternate  Mondays  at  2 p.m.,  Child 
Welfare. 

Mochdre: 

Church  House:  Alternate  Mondays  at  3 p.m.,  Child  Welfare. 

Uangerniew: 

Once  each  month  on  a Thursday  at  2 p.m. 

Abergele: 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Pentre  Mawr,  at  2 p.m.  on  Thursdays. 

Denbigh: 

Child  Welfare  Centre  at  10  a.m.  and  1 p.m.  on  Wednesdays. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  alternate  Wednesdays. 
Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  10  a.m.  on  first  and  third  Wednesdays. 

These  are  all  held  at  the  Clinic,  Middle  Lane,  Denbigh. 


DAY  NURSERY. 


There  is  not  a day  nursery  in  the  area. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

These  diseases  are  treated  as  follows: — 

1.  Llandudno  and  District  Hospital:  Every  Thursday  at  2 p.m. 

Afternoon — Females  ; Evenings — Males. 

2.  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  (Out-Patients’  Department)  : 

Males — Mondays,  5 to  7 p.m.  Saturdays,  noon. 
Females— Mondays,  5 to  7 p.m.  Thursdays,  5 to  7 p.m. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Mr.  T.  H.  Evans,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Denbigh  County 
Council,  has  supplied  me  with  the  following  statement: — 


Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  in 
Aled  Rural  District  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1954. 


Article 

No.  Taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine,  or 
Sub-standard 

Milk  

15 

14 

1 

Butter 

2 

2 

— 

fee  Cream  

1 

1 

— 

Sponge  Mixture  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Tinned  Carrots 

1 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste  

1 

1 

— 

Totals  

22 

19 

3 

Only  one  sample  of  milk  was  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst 
to  be  “ Not  Genuine  ” or  “ Sub-standard,”  and  this  was  deficient 
in  solids-not-fat ; there  was  no  added  water  present  in  the 
sample  and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

An  informal  sample  of  sponge  mixture  and  also  the  formal 
sample  which  followed  it  were  certified  to  be  infested  with 
mites.  On  further  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  last  of 
an  old  stock  of  packets  of  sponge  mixture  had  been  sold  to  the 
Inspector.  After  taking  into  account  all  the  circumstances,  and 
consulting  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Council,  the  vendor  was 
cautioned. 

All  other  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to 
be  genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and 
colouring  matter. 


(Signed)  THOS.  H.  EVANS, 

17  Vicarage  Hill,  Chief  Inspector. 

Wrexham.  County  of  Denbigh. 

22nd  April,  1955. 


» 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  the  acceptance  rate  for  Immunisa- 
tion against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  continues  to  be 
high.  The  constant  propaganda  at  Clinics  and  by  Health 
Visitors  when  they  visit  mothers  in  their  homes  is  having  its 
effect.  Children  of  4\ — 5 years  should  be  re-immunised.  For 
this  purpose,  requests  are  made  to  parents  to  consent  to  this 
being  done  when  the  children  enter  school. 

All  the  Secondary  Schools  were  also  visited  and  children 
who  had  not  been  immunised  for  over  five  years  were  offered 
stimulating  doses.  The  acceptance  rate  was  very  high. 

Immunisation  is  done  at  all  Clinics  and  by  most  family 
doctors. 

Smallpox  vaccination  is  done  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
and  by  family  doctors.  The  acceptance  rate  is  well  over 
50%. 

Tuberculosis  immunisation  (B.C.G.)  has  not  yet  become 
widespread.  It  has  not  been  offered  to  school  children  but 
only  because  of  staff  difficulties.  I hope  it  will  be  offered  in 
Secondary  Schools  in  1955.  The  Chest  Physician  now 
immunises  increasing  numbers  of  infants  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  notifiable  infec- 
tious diseases  during  the  year : — 


Cases  notified 
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Scarlet  Fever 



— 

Whooping  Cough  

13  — 

6 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

20  1 

12 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pul.  Tuberculosis  

11 

1 

1 

7 

1 

— 

1 

Non-Pul.  T.B 

6 — 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

Influenzal  Pneumonia... 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  

2 — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 — 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  Obsvtn 

1 — 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  

57  1 

20 

16 

9 

3 

6 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  which 
authorise  me  to  exclude  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  from  the  Milk  Trade. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  incidence  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  during  the  year: — 


New  Cases  (luring  Year 

Deaths  during  Year 

Non- 

Non- 

Age  Periods 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M F 

M 

F 

M F 

0—  1 

1—4 

1 

5—9 

10-14 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 



15—19 

1 

4 

— 1 

— 

— 



20—24 

— 

1 

— 1 

— 

— 



25—34 

35- — 44 

45-54 

— 

1 

1 

— — 

2 

— 

— — 



2 1 

___ 



. 

55—55 

65  upwards  ... 

— 

1 



— 

— 



Total  

1 

10 

3 3 

2 

— 

— — 

The  state  of  the  Tuberculosis 
end  of  the  year  was  : — 

On  Register  1/1/54. 


Pulmonary : 

Male 17 

Female 16 

Non-Pulmonary : 

Male 1 

Female  2 

Total  36 


Register  at  the  beginning  and 

On  Register  31/12/54. 


Pulmonary : 

Male 12 

Female  22 

Non-Pulmonary : 

Male 4 

Female  4 

Total  42 


The  following  statement  was  sent  me  by  the  Chest 
Physician,  Dr.  J.  B.  Morrison: — 


New  Contacts  examined  14 

New  Patients  examined  (excluding  Contacts)  28 

New  Notified  Cases: 

Pulmonary 2 

Non-Pulmonary  1 


» 
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Names  taken  off  the  Register: 

Died  — 

Left  Area — 

Recovered  1 

Lost  sight  of  — 

The  work  of  Miss  Thomas  as  Health  Visitor  to  the  Tuber- 
culosis cases  is  proving  a great  help.  1 now  know  much  more 
about  those  who  suffer.  Their  social  conditions,  their  homes 
and  their  personal  difficulties,  and  as  a result,  more  is  being 
done  to  help  them. 

I wish,  however,  that  the  Hospital  Board  would  provide 
more  beds  for  the  chronic  and  advanced  cases  of  tuberculosis. 
I feel  that  the  essential  factor  in  prevention  is  isolation.  There 
does  not  seem  much  point  in  leaving  a man  who  is  constantly 
spraying  the  atmosphere  with  organisms  of  tuberculosis  at 
home,  uncontrolled,  to  spread  infection,  and  then  having  to 
treat  three  or  four  of  his  family. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Abergele  Rural. — The  only  public  supply  in  this  parish 
serves  the  Council  Houses  at  Bryn  Ewin  and  one  farm.  The 
water  is  untreated,  but  adequate  protection  of  the  source 
provides  a water  of  satisfactory  purity. 

Bylchau. — The  Bylchau  and  District  Water  Supply  scheme 
from  Llyn  Bran  reservoir  is  now  in  full  operation.  Full 
treatment  of  the  water  is  being  carried  out  and  bacteriological 
and  chemical  examinations  of  the  water  have  been  satisfac- 
tory. Isolated  complaints  concerning  discolouration  of  the 
water  have  been  referred  to  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  who  are  dealing  with  the  matter. 

Reports  of  chemical  analysis  of  the  water  before  and  after 
treatment  are  appended. 

The  number  of  premises  connected  to  the  supply  up  to 
31/12/54  is  335. 

Betws-yn-Rhos. — This  supply,  derived  from  Glyn  Lws 
reservoir  and  obtained  in  bulk  from  Abergele  U.D.C.,  has 
remained  satisfactory. 

Cefn. — The  electrification  of  the  pump  referred  to  in  last 
year’s  report  has  been  completed  and  a constant  supply  of 
water  is  now  assured. 
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Llansannan  and  Llannefydd. — Both  villages  now  have  a 
piped  supply  from  the  Bylchau  & District  Supply  and  no 
longer  have  to  rely  on  the  previously  suspect  supplies.  It  is 
recommended  that  the  existing  supply  to  Tan-y-Fron  hamlet 
be  discontinued  and  the  necessary  action  taken  to  have  the 
houses  concerned  connected  to  the  available  main  supply. 

Llanfair  T.H. — There  is  no  change  in  this  supply  and  the 
comments  contained  in  last  year’s  report  still  apply.  It  is 
proposed  to  remove  the  chlorinator  nearer  to  the  village.  This 
will  render  adequate  supervision  and  maintenance  easier. 

Llanelian-yn-Rhos. — All  houses  in  this  village  are  not  yet 
connected  to  the  main  supply  now  available.  Schemes  of 
improvement  to  most  of  the  houses,  including  water  supply 
inside  the  houses,  are  now  being  carried  out  by  the  owners 
concerned. 

Trefnant.— The  supply  to  this  village  remains  satisfactory. 
An  improvement  in  the  supply  to  the  higher  levels  has  taken 
place  following  works  carried  out  by  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.  to  the 
mains  supplying  the  village. 


The  following  are  the  records  of  the  rainfall  at  Cowlyd 
Rake  during  1954.  The  figures  for  1953  are  also  given  for 
comparison : — 


Rainfall. 


Month 

Inches 

No.  of  days 
with  0.01  ins. 
or  more 

1953 

1954 

1953 

1954 

January  

3.69 

9.62 

10 

19 

February  

2.71 

7.14 

13 

17 

March 

3.18 

7.08 

4 

11 

April  

7.65 

2.27 

16 

7 

May 

4.25 

7.57 

16 

15 

June  

3.62 

6.03 

13 

15 

July  

8.02 

8.82 

24 

18 

August  

6.98 

8.08 

17 

22 

September  

10.13 

12.08 

15 

26 

October  

..  ...  3.85 

22.63 

12 

27 

November  

13.09 

17.07 

14 

21 

December  

4.69 

10.02 

16 

19 

Totals 

71.86 

118.41 

170 

217 

f 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

BYLCHAU  AND  DISTRICT  WATER  SCHEME. 

Sample  of  Water  received  on  12/10/54. 

Marked  No.  1 Bylchau  & District  Water  Scheme  before 
lilt  ration : — 

In  parts  per  million  of  water : 

Total  Solid  Matter  in  Solution 60.00 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0.25 

Nitrites — 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  12.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hours  at  80°F.  2.97 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia — 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.16 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc — 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  Sediment  ...  Moderate 
amount;  slight  trace  of  iron. 

Temporary  Hardness  20.00 

Permanent  Hardness  35.00 

pH  V alue  6.60 

Alumina (below)  0.10 

Free  Chlorine — 

Silicates  ...  3.00 

This  sample  is  satisfactory,  but  slightly  turbid  and  discoloured. 

Sample  of  Water  received  on  12/10/54. 

Marked  No.  2 Bylchau  & District  Water  Scheme  after 
treatment ; — 

In  parts  per  million  of  water : 

Total  Solid  Matter  in  Solution  60.00 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 0.12 

Nitrites — 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  14.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hours  at  80°F.  0.54 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia — 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.06 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  — 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  Sediment  ...  Minute 
trace. 

Temporary  Hardness  40.00 

Permanent  Hardness 5.00 

pH.  Value  7.20 

Alumina (below)  0.10 

Free  Chlorine  0.02 

Silicates 7.0 

This  sample  is  satisfactory.  There  are  no  signs  of  excess  of 

Alumina  or  Silica  and  the  pH.  is  just  neutral. 

Both  the  above  analyses  were  carried  out  by  Mr.  Harold 
Lowe,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C..  Public  Analyst. 
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PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 

Private  supplies  investigated  14 

Samples  taken  from  above  10 

Samples  satisfactory  6 


PUBLIC  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  samples  taken  46 

Number  satisfactory  31 

Number  unsatisfactory  15 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  houses  in  each 
Parish  with  a piped  water  supply : — 

With  main 

Parish  supply 

Abergele  Rural  36 

Bylchau  70 

Betws-yn-Rhos  65 

Cefn  100 

Gian  Conway 429 

Llansannan  146 

Llanfairtalhaiarn 123 

Llanelian  9 

Llannefydd 119 

Trefnant 193 


1290 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES. 
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Date  Sampled,  and  Yeastral  Agar  2 MacConkey  2 
Name  of  Supply  days  at  37  deg.  days  37  deg.  C.  Prob.  No.  F . Coli  Remarks 

C.  per  ml.  per  100  ml.  per  100  ml. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  new  sewage  works  were  completed  during  the  year. 

The  various  disposal  works  worked  satisfactorily  and 
sample  reports  are  appended. 

The  Council  has  given  active  consideration  to  the  sewering 
of  parts  of  Gian  Conway  and  the  Allt  Goch  area  of  Trefnant. 
Both  areas  are  in  need  of  sewering  as  the  present  septic  tanks 
are  the  cause  of  frequent  complaints. 

The  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  the  lower  half  of  Betws- 
yn-Rhos  and  Llannefydd  Village  will  be  a substantial  contri- 
bution towards  the  completion  of  the  sewerage  of  the  district. 

SAMPLES. 

(Summaries  of  Reports). 

Certificate  of  Analysis. 


In  parts  per  100,000  of  water. 


1 

Trefnant 

10/3/54 

2 

Llansannan 

10/3/54 

3 

Groes 

12/5/54 

4 

Llanfair. 

12/5/54 

5 

Pentrefelin  G.C. 
16/3/54 

6 

Uanelian 

16/3/54 

Dissolved  Oxygen 
taken  up  in  5 
days  at  65°F.  ... 

1.0 

1.0 

1.5 

1.0 

2.0 

2.5 

Suspended  Matter 

4.0 

4.0 

4.0 

2.0 

6.0 

2.0 

Oxygen  absorbed 
from  Permanga- 
nate in  4 hrs.  at 
80°  F 

0.83 

0.32 

1.41 

0.29 

0.38 

0.58 

Chlorine  in  Chlor- 
ides   

5.8 

2.5 

3.7 

2.7 

4.0 

6.0 

Reaction  pH  

7.0 

6.5 

7.0 

6.5 

6.8 

7.0 

Stability  Test — 
(Methylene  Blue 

Satis- 

Satis- 

Satis- 

Satis- 

Satis- 

Satis- 

5 days)  

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Free  and  Saline 
Ammonia 

0.85 

0.12 

1.00 

0.80 

1.2 

0.26 

Appearance  

Slightly 

Slightly  Brownish  Slightly 

Slightly  Slightly 

turbid 

turbid 

turbid 

turbid 

turbid 

turbid 

Odour  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

very 

Slightly 

Slight 

un- 

pleasant 

Apart  from  the  higher  than  normal  degree  of  suspended  matter  in 
Samples  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  5,  the  samples  are  satisfactory. 

3.0  parts  per  100,000  of  suspended  matter  is  considered  the  maximum. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 


Collections Fortnightly 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  collected  ...  1,382 

Total  number  of  loads  removed 589 

Total  mileage  covered 14,829 

Miles  travelled  per  load  collected 25.1 

Total  cost  of  service  including  loan  charges  £1,638/7/9 

Cost  per  load  removed  £2/15/7 

Cost  per  collection  9.9 

Number  of  v ehicles  used 1 

Men  employed 3 

Number  of  tip  sites  in  use  during  the  year 2 


Arrangements  are  made  with  the  Borough  of  Colwyn  Bay 
for  the  disposal  of  refuse  collected  in  the  Gian  Conway  area 
at  the  Colwyn  Bay  tips. 

A site  for  a tip  has  been  secured  in  Llannefydd  parish  which 
will  serve  the  whole  district  except  Gian  Conway. 

The  two  sites  previously  used  are  to  be  returned  to  the 
owners  from  whom  they  were  leased. 


FOOD  SUPPLIES 

2 tins  evaporated  milk  and  6 tins  meat  only  were  found  to 
be  blown  and  unfit  for  consumption.  These  were  reported 
and  surrendered  by  the  retailers  concerned. 

A large  consignment  of  Australian  beef,  comprising  some 
600  tons  in  all,  was  delivered  to  the  Marl  Cold  Store,  Gian 
Conway,  affected  by  oil  taint.  There  were  no  signs  that  the 
meat  had  suffered  from  actual  contact  from  fuel  oil,  but  a 
definite  taste  of  oil  was  readily  found  on  the  external  surfaces 
especially  in  the  fat.  The  Ministry  of  Food’s  Surveyors, 
Messrs.  Perfect  Lambert  & Co.,  immediately  undertook  the 
decontamination  of  the  meat  by  the  introduction  of  activated 
carbon  screens  in  the  ventilation  plant.  The  treatment  resul- 
ted in  complete  removal  of  the  oil  taint  and  the  whole 
consignment  was  eventually  certified  as  being  fit  for  consump- 
tion. 


RETAIL  MILK  SUPPLIES. 


Visits  and  Inspections  17 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors 7 

Supplementary  Licences  Issued  2 


Results  of  Samples. 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised  (including  School  Milk)  8 ...  Nil 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ...  6 ...  Nil 

Tuberculin  Tested  1 ...  Nil 

Biological  2 ...  Nil 

ICE  CREAM. 

Number  of  Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture  of 

Ice  Cream  Nil 

Number  of  Premises  registered  for  the  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  13 

Number  of  New  Registrations  Nil 

Number  of  Samples  taken  9 

Samples  in  Category  1 9 

Samples  in  Category  2 — 

Samples  in  Category  3 — 

Samples  in  Category  4 — 

SHOPS. 

Number  of  Shops  in  District  38 

Number  of  Inspections  43 

Informal  Notices  served  — 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  — 

One  new  shop  was  opened  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

LICENSED  PREMISES. 

Number  in  District 12 

Number  Inspected  3 

Informal  Notices  Nil 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  Nil 

CAFES  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

All  the  cafes  and  other  premises  where  meals  are  prepared 
were  found  to  be  satisfactorily  maintained. 

SCHOOLS. 

Number  of  Schools  in  District  13 

Inspections  and  Re-visits  6 

Informal  Notices  outstanding Nil 

Informal  Notices  complied  with Nil 

Private  Schools  in  District  4 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

Number  of  Licences  to  Store  Petrol 21 

Number  of  new  Licences  during  year  1 

The  Council  has  adopted  regulations  under  the  Petroleum 
Acts  in  connection  with  storage  of  petroleum. 
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PUBLIC  HALLS. 

One  Public  Hall  remains  without  sanitary  accommodation. 

CAMP  SITES  (Sec.  269,  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 

Licensed  Camp  Sites  (to  31/12/54)  6 

Licenses  to  Station  Caravans  (to  31/12/54)  13 

Number  of  Visits  and  Inspections  15 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Number  of  Visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  4 
Number  of  Rooms  where  Disinfection  required  1 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Number  of  Licences  to  Slaughter  issued  12 

Number  of  Licensed  Slaughterhouses  1 

Number  of  Knackers’  Yards  1 

RODENT  DESTRUCTION. 

Number  of  Farms  inspected  436 

Number  of  Infestations  found  11 

Number  of  Business  Premises  inspected  32 

Tnfestations  found  2 

Premises  treated  30 

Council  Properties  inspected  14 

Council  Properties  treated  8 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

Matters  dealt  with,  apart  from  those  already  referred  to 
under  separate  headings,  were  as  follows : — 

Complaints  Received. 

Drainage  2 

Food  — 

Water  Supply  2 

Housing  Defects 18 

Refuse  Collection  9 

Camping — 

Miscellaneous 7 

38 

All  the  above  were  dealt  with  without  recourse  to  formal 
action. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1949  (Sec.  20 — Improvement  Grants). 

Position  at  31/12/54. 

Total  Applications  received  from  7/3/50  to  31/12/54 61 

Total  Number  of  Applications  approved  and  grants  paid  ...  23 


Total  approved  but  Work  not  completed 20 

Applications  refused  7 

Applications  withdrawn  by  Applicant  10 

Approved  Applications  in  abeyance  ...  1 

Applications  received  during  year  ending  31/12/54 28 

Average  Grant  paid  per  Improved  House  £219/16/3 

Total  Amount  already  paid  in  Grants  £5032/14/0 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  summary  that  substantial 
progress  has  been  made  in  grant  aided  improvements. 

The  number  of  applications  is  increasing  steadily.  The 
Council’s  decision  to  appoint  a committee  of  two  members  to 
investigate  applications  has  ensured  an  equitable  method  of 
arriving  at  the  amount  of  grant  to  be  made. 

Proposed-  improvement  schemes  have  fallen  largely  into 
two  main  types  (1)  An  extension  to  an  existing  house  to 
provide  bathroom,  kitchen,  and  frequently  an  additional  bed- 
room. (2)  An  internal  adaptation  to  provide  bathroom, 
larder,  etc. 

In  conjunction  with  the  above  it  is  generally  necessary  to 
provide  septic  tank  drainage  and  in  many  cases  the  develop 
ment  of  a private  water  supply. 

Preliminary  discussions,  preferably  on  the  site,  with  inten- 
ding applicants,  has  been  found  to  be  desirable.  It  is  of  great 
benefit  to  an  applicant  if  an  approximate  idea  of  the  amount 
of  grant  likely  to  be  forthcoming  can  be  given  before  a 
detailed  scheme  is  prepared. 

Apart  from  details  in  layout  the  extension  type  improve- 
ments referred  to  above  are  generally  so  similar  that 
production  of  a pre-fabricated  extension,  capable  of  adapta- 
tion, would  provide  a cheaper  and  satisfactory  answer  to 
many  owners  of  houses  which  do  not  have  modern  amenities, 
and  which  would  qualify  for  grant  aid. 

I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the 
Committee,  Councillor  E.  K.  Id.  Tumour  and  Councillor  J. 
Franklin  Morris,  for  their  continued  assistance  and  advice  in 
connection  with  the  above. 

F.  J.  LEVESLEY, 

Authorised  Housing  Officer. 
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HOUSING  GENERALLY. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year: — 

(i)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  & Housing  Acts)  47 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

above)  inspected  and  recorded  36 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  such  a state  as 

to  be  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 8 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  (iii)  above  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit 
for  habitation  26 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 
Statutory  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  reasonably 

fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  14 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  1 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  10  and  11  Local  Govern- 

ment (Misc.  Prov.)  Act,  1953  (Where  Closing  Order 
made 1 

(d)  Public  Health  Act,  1936— Number  of  dwelling  houses 

in  respect  of  which  formal  notices  were  served 1 


Overcrowding. — No  cases  of  overcrowding  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  were  encountered. 
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